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be passive, if they would not enter into it. How far
Sounds as well as Objects may have their Effects to raise
Inclination, might be an Argument to him to use that
Style ; or whether using Liberty at its full stretch, was
not the general Inducement without any particular
Motives to it.

The manner of that time of telling Stories, had drawn
him into it; being commended at first for the Faculty of
telling a Tale well, he might insensibly be betrayed to
exercise it too often. Stories are dangerous in this, that 10
the best expose a Man most, by being oftenest repeated.
It might pass for an Evidence for the Moderns against the
Ancients, that it is now wholly left off by all that have
any pretence to be distinguished by their good Sense.

He had the Improvements of Wine, Sec. which made
him pleasant and easy in Company ; where he bore his
part, and was acceptable even to those who had no other
Design than to be merry with him.

The Thing called Wit, a Prince may taste, but it is
dangerous for him to take too much of it; it hath Allure- 20
ments which by refining his Thoughts, take off from their
dignity, in applying them less to the governing part. There
is a Charm in Wit, which a Prince must resist : and that
to Mm was no easy matter ; it was contesting with Nature
upon Terms of Disadvantage.

His Wit was not so ill-natured as to put Men out of
countenance. In the case of a King especially, it is more
allowable to speak sharply of them, than to them.

His Wit was not acquired by Reading; that which he
liad above his original Stock by Nature, was from Com- 30